WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 A meth od for distributingAogramming, the method comprising: 

2 ( transmitting a first set of program segments according to a schedule of 

3 programming; / 

4 storing a second set of program segments on a server, at least one of the first 

5 set of program segments having a counterpart in the second set of program segments; 

6 maintaining a database that records user authorizations to program segments 

7 on the server; / 

8 detecting a request from aAiser for program control of a particular program 

9 segment; and / 

10 determining whether to atant program control to the user. 

r jl 2. The method according to claim 1 wherein determining whether to grant 

iij2 program control to the user comprises/ 

;^3 identifying the particular program segment; and 

kr4 determining whether the particular program segment has a counterpart stored 

\j&5 on the server. / 

M=l 3. The method/according to claim 2 wherein determining whether to grant 

U*2 program control to the user furthdr comprises ascertaining whether the user is authorized to 

;Jj3 access the counterpart to the paracular program segment from the server. 

1 4. The metHod according to claim 1 wherein determining whether to grant 

2 program control to the user comprises: 

3 identifying the/particular program segment; and 

4 ascertaining \yhether the user is authorized to access the counterpart to the 

5 particular program segment pom the server. 

1 5. The method according to claim 1 wherein detecting the request from 

2 the user for program contrfcl of the particular program segment comprises receiving a 

3 wireless program-control request from a remote control. 

1 6. Thfe method according to claim 1 further comprising granting 

2 permanent program contf ol over the particular program segment to the user. 
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1 7. The method according to claim 6 wherein granting permanent program 

2 control over the particular program segment to the user comprises storing the particular 

3 program segment on the server indefinitely. / 

1 8. The method according to clajlm 6 wherein granting permanent program 

2 control over the particular program segment to thef user comprises granting permission to the 

3 user to copy the particular program segment from the server. 

1 9. The method according td claim 1 wherein the particular program 

2 segment comprises one of a video program ana an audio program. 

1 \p\ A method for distributing video programming, the method comprising: 

2 storing a set of video program segments on a server; 

; ||3 preauthorizing a user to ha^e program control over a subset of the video 

^ program segments to establish a preauthorization scheme; 

HJs detecting a request from the user for program control of a particular video 

I 4 j6 program segment; and / 

^ J 7 granting program control to the user of the particular video program segment 

h*8 in accordance with the preauthori/ation scheme. 

j^l ll. The metl/od according to claim 10 wherein the subset of the program 

1 jf2 segments is the set of program segments. 

1 12. The method according to claim 10 wherein detecting the request from 

2 the user for program contabl of a particular program segment comprises receiving a wireless 

3 program-control requests 

1 13. /The method according to claim 10 wherein the server is local to the 

2 user. / 

1 l/ The method according to claim 13 wherein the server is located on a 

2 set-top box. / 

1 / A method for distributing programming, the method comprising: 

2 / transmitting a first set of program segments according to a schedule of 

3 programming; 
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4 storing a second set of program segments on a server, at least one of the first 

5 set of program segments having a counterpart in the second set of urogram segments; 

6 preauthorizing a user to have program control owe/ program segments on the 

7 server to establish a preauthorization scheme; / 

8 maintaining a database that records user authorizations to program segments 

9 on the server; / 

10 detecting a request from a user for program control of a particular program 

1 1 segment; and / 

12 determining whether to grant program control to the user in accordance with 

13 the preauthorization scheme. / 

1 A system for distributing^programming, the system comprising: 

:|J2 a transmitter configured to trarfemit a first set of program segments according 

;i3 to a program schedule; / 

: tJ4 a server configured to store' a second set of program segments, at least one of 

yfi the first set of program segments havingA counterpart in the second set of program segments; 
; ^ J 6 a database configured tor record user authorizations to program segments on 

Wl the server; / 

£*8 a detector configured^ to detect a request from a user for program control of a 

i ^9 particular program segment; and / 

i JO a control system m communication with the transmitter, the server, the 

1 1 database, and the detector, the/fcontrol system being configured to operate the transmitter, the 

12 server, the database, and the/detector to provide program control of program segments on the 

1 3 server to the user in accordance with a predetermined authorization scheme. 

1 17. The system according to claim 16 wherein the control system is 

2 configured to identify the particular program segment and to determine whether the particular 

3 program segment has a counterpart stored on the server. 

1 18. The system according to claim 17 wherein the control system is further 

2 configured to a/certain whether the user is authorized to access the counterpart to the 

3 particular program segment from the server in accordance with the predetermined 

4 authorization scheme. 
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1 19. The system according to claim 1 6 wherein the control system is 

2 configured to identify the particular program segment and to ascertain whether the user is 

3 authorized to access the counterpart to the particular prograr/i segment from the server in 

4 accordance with the predetermined authorization scheme. 

1 20. The system according to claim 16Avherein the particular program 

2 segment comprises one of a video program and an audio program. 
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. A computer-readable storage rrtedium having a computer-readable 
program embodied therein for directing operation of A programming-distribution system 
including a transmitter; a server; a database; a deteocor; and a control system configured to 
provide program control of program segments on the server, the computer-readable program 
including instructions for operating the programming-distribution system in accordance with 
the following: 

transmitting a first set of progrj£n segments with the transmitter according to a 
schedule of programming; 

storing a second set of proa/am segments on the server, at least one of the first 
set of program segments having a counterpart in the second set of program segments; 

maintaining on the database a record of user authorizations to program 
segments on the server; and 

detecting a request ^om a user for program control of a particular program 

segment. 

22. The computer-readable storage medium according to claim 21 wherein 
the computer-readable program further includes instructions for operating the programming- 
distribution system in accordance with determining whether to grant program control to the 
user. 

23. / The computer-readable storage medium according to claim 22 wherein 
the instructions fon6perating the programming-distribution system in accordance with 
determining whether to grant program control to the user include: 

instructions for identifying the particular program segment; and 
instructions for determining whether the particular program segment has a 
counterpart stored on the server. 
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24. The computer-readable storage medium according to claim 23 wherein 
the instructions for operating the programming-distribution system in accordance with 
determining whether to grant program control to the user further include instructions for 
ascertaining whether the user is authorized to access the counterpart to the particular program 
segment from the server. / 

25. The computer-readablp storage medium according to claim 21 wherein 
the particular program segment comprises due of a video program and an audio program. 

26. The computer-readable storage medium according to claim 22 wherein 
the instructions for operating the programming-distribution system in accordance with 
determining whether to grant program control to the user include: 

instructions for identifying the particular program segment; and 
instructions for ascenaining whether the user is authorized to access the 
counterpart to the particular progrsmi segment from the server. 
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